
 

                                                                                                                           

Hello Friends, 

   Here we are again, heading into Thanksgiving and Christmas. I am often amazed at the expedient passage of time!  

Every year at Christmastime, as we prepare for our Candlelight service, I think, ‘before we know it, we will be 

planning for next years’ service!’ And here we are. 

   One lesson out of this is to remember to be present in the now moment. That is a lot easier said than done. Yet it is 

so important! Life is filled with so many things that take our attention away from the present moment which 

oftentimes fill us with anxiety and stress. When we remember to breathe into the present moment, knowing that 

everything that we have to get done will get done, we find wonderful blessings here and now that we otherwise 

might have missed. 

   This is especially important as we head into the holidays. We get so caught up in the preparations that we forget to 

enjoy the journey and the people who are so important to us. In fact, if we stay caught up in the stress, we many 

times are short-tempered with those very loved ones. How crazy is that? 

   As we celebrate Thanksgiving, let us consciously start and end our days with gratitude. This is a powerful spiritual 

practice that not only reminds us of all the good that is in our lives, but literally creates an energy that attracts more 

to be grateful for! And who wouldn’t LOVE more to be grateful for? 

   As we prepare for Christmas, I invite us to take some time in contemplation, and, using our power of discernment, 

tap into the aspects of Christmas that feel stressful to us. Perhaps finding different ways of sharing gifts, such as 

giving an act of service rather than going into unnecessary debt, would help ease our stress. Or instead of stressfully 

preparing a big Christmas dinner, we ask for others to participate by bringing dishes to share, or even hosting dinner 

themselves.  

   We could even step out and create a new way of enjoying Christmas day. If you feel that you need some time and 

space that day just for you, carve that time out instead of the turkey and claim that for yourself. It might ‘rock the 

boat’ a little, but your being able to be present to all that is going on centered in peace is the most important thing.      

   I love the fun of Christmas, exchanging gifts and sharing a meal together. The joy and the excitement of the kids is 

so much fun! Yet it is vitally important to remember the spiritual idea of Christmas. That the Christ Idea is born 

more fully in us. That we remember that Christmas is not just about our family, but it is about our 

whole human family.  

   Let us take time this Christmas season to move into high service to our whole human family.  

Radical generosity. Giving for the sake of giving, without a 

thought of who you are giving to and without a thought of return.  

That is God! That is the true expression of our Christed Selves.  

   Have a wonderful Holiday Season! 

admin@unityofspringfield.org 

With Audacious Love,  

Sue Baggett-Spears  
Minister, Unity of Springfield   

www.UnityofSpringfield.org 
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Our Power is Seen in 2019! 
Christ-Centered Spirituality 

The greatest gift you can ever give another person is your 
own happiness.  ~Esther Hicks 
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2019 Board of  Trustees 
Mary Hilsabeck-Huber, President...........................................................................417-655-1162 
Amy Burnett, Vice President, Outreach/Volunteer Liaison...................................417-860-7674 
Paula Armknecht, Secretary, Youth/Teen Activities Liaison..................................417-861-7588 
Simone Hite, Treasurer, Fundraising Liaison.........................................................417-830-8620 
Cindy Goodwin, Marketing & Publicity Liaison.....................................................417-860-5175 
Dan DeCarlo, Adult Education Liaison...................................................................561-254-0009 
John Russ, Music Dept./Spirit Group Liaison........................................................417-496-0781 
Terry Lippold, Building & Grounds Liaison............................................................417-331-0221 
John Braucher, Employment/Spirit Group Liaison................................................417-448-9584 
Norma Vinson, Emeritus Member..........................................................................417-844-2444 

 

Reflections From Your Board President 

   Here we are again, coming up on the end of another year. We’ve seen many new faces who have 
become part of our family and said good-bye to precious souls who were an integral part of making 
Unity what it is today. I am truly grateful! 
   I’m grateful for the many ways you show up, for the gift of time you freely give, for the talent you 
share with us. We have people who stand and wash dishes after pot lucks or events, who stay to 
move the chairs out of the way or to move the chairs back, who bring in items from the pods on hot 
summer days or cold afternoons, stop by to water the flowers out front and take care of the 
meditation garden, who come when we call to move or fix something. We have a couple who take 
the recycling, faithful volunteers who are always in the book store, serving at the front desk during 
the week, filling the welcome packets, community cupboard and making sure all the items are in the 
seat backs in the sanctuary. Volunteers do the power point and video for services and classes, help 
in the youth wing with the kids, help clean up the grounds, decorate for The 80’s Bash, 
Spooktrunkular, Christmas and other events. 
   You come to laugh and visit while setting up for the Yard Sale and Holiday Bazaar all week long, 
plan for and commit to Planet Unity, Back to School Bash, Clothing Sales. You bring food to share 
and share stories with each other. Our immensely talented and dedicated band, committed Board of 
Directors, and one of our devoted Youth Sponsors are all volunteers. We are also grateful for the 
Cleaning Angels who keep our building fresh and clean. There’s Brenda, who is always willing to be 
of service for whatever we ask of her. And there are our staff members, who work harder than we 
know and do things they don’t get paid for. 
  I could fill the page with the names of 

wholehearted people who carry out acts of 

loving service for our church. You are 

appreciated beyond what I can express.  You are 

the heart of our ministry. Your gifts are 

gratefully and lovingly received.  Thank you! 

Namasté my friends,  
 

Mary  L. Hilsabeck-Huber 
Board President 

417-655-1162 
marylhilsabeck@yahoo.com 
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   Our tour of Unity Village was absolutely stupendous!     We 

started out in the tunnels that join the buildings. In the 

Administration Building we went to the Blue Room which is 

round and has a dome where anything you say amplifies 

beautifully.  The alcove is lit in blue and has the following 

affirmations written around the room: “All things work together 

for good.” “In quietness and in confidence shall be your strength.”  

Faith is the strength of the soul inside and lost is the man without 

it.” “The greatest teaching ever given is - ‘Christ in you the hope 

of glory.’” “God is my help in every need.” “The joy of the Lord is 

your strength.” “God in me is infinite wisdom he shows me what 

to do.” “In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He will direct thy 

path.” “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth 

me.” “Naught can disturb me, for Christ is my peace and my 

poise.”  

   I suggest that you take one of these affirmations every week and use it to deepen your spiritual 

consciousness and light the way for your day. Charles Fillmore, co-founder of Unity, 

asked a friend, “Do you know what the most important words in the world are?”  

“‘Christ in you, the hope of glory.’” This was our first group trip to what I think of as 

my Mecca — I am very drawn to it; but it won’t be our last 

and I hope that you will be able to join us next time.  We were 

taken places few get to see!  
 Namaste ~ Dee 

Musings... Dee Richardson, Administrator 

The imagination will carry out any idea or set of ideas that the I AM reflects 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT YTD 

as of 8/31/2019 

     Budget        Actual 

 

Income            $114,953 $157,471 

Expenses           $145,040 $148,874 

Net Income          ($         87)    $    8,597 

 

ACCOUNT BALANCES: 
Building Fund   $ 74,344 
Property Maint. Fund $ 48,868 
Operational Checking $ 22,358   
Paypal     $   1,031 
      $146,601  

God is my inexhaustible resource! 

Thank You, God! 

We must find time to stop and thank the  

people who make a difference in our lives. 
 

                ~ John F. Kennedy 
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“Volunteers do not necessarily have the time; they just have the heart.” 
~Elizabeth Andrew 

   My first two months as your volunteer coordinator have been amazing. My favorite part is the relationships I’m 

building with each of our volunteers. I want to give a big “THANK YOU” to everyone who 

volunteered in September and October. We had several events that would not have been possible 

without your help. There will be plenty of volunteer opportunities in November and December. If 

you haven’t volunteered for anything lately, I would encourage you to consider looking at the 

calendar and signing up. It is truly uplifting to work along side 

like-minded people to further the message and mission of our 

church.  

VOLUNTEER MATTERS because VOLUNTEERS MATTER 

Volunteer Coordinator,  
Lisa Landrigan 

 

Spirit Groups are an opportunity to get to know each other in a small group setting, while 
growing personally and spiritually. The ‘Five C’s’ of Spirit Groups are Communion, Connection, 
Compassion, Community, and Challenge. Spirit Groups include a 10-week commitment, 
including a social event, a planning session for a community service project and one week for the 
project. Group sessions generally last 1 1/2 to 2 hours. There are seven weeks of content. We 
will be starting up new Groups after the holidays. If you’re interested in hosting or facilitating a 
Spirit Group contact John Braucher at 417-448-9584 or John Russ at 417-496-0781. We will 
support your efforts!! There are ready made resources and you’ll have the option to get creative. 

John Braucher John Russ 
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Teens’ Corner 
   We are so blessed to have such tremendous support for the Youth of Unity. Our study of the 12 Powers and the 
resulting art pieces that have been offered to the congregation have been met with resounding admiration. Our study 
of the Powers ended the last Sunday in October with 90 pieces of art completed and entered into a silent auction to 
raise funds for the Uniteens and YOU. The youth have received some great compliments for their efforts and I am so 
proud of the way the teens have stepped up to interact and tell everyone about their experience with the project.   
   We have some amazing young people involved with our program right now as was demonstrated during the recent 
lock-in we held the last weekend of September. Only one teen had had any kind of experience like we shared during 
that overnight, and yet they participated at a very meaningful level. It was an amazing experience to 
witness. Over the past year we’ve really seen some tremendous growth in our Uniteens groups; while 
still small in number they have really become a pretty committed group. 
   A few newsletters back I talked about the Unity Board Members becoming 
included during a Sunday lesson. Whether they could see it or not, the teens 
really liked having the church leadership around the circle each week.  I wanna 
express our gratitude for the Board’s support and as we move into the new 
year we’ll be inviting parents to come share in a YOU or Uniteen lesson. 

Namaste, 
Teen Director, 

Steve Miller 

Hello Unity Family, 
   Wow, did we have a great start to Fall with our annual SpookTrunkular event. The turn out was amazing and fun 
was had by all that showed up dressed in their Halloween best. A special thanks to Carrie and Carol and their families 
for the donations and great decorations in the Fellowship Hall, and Lisa, Amy, and Sandy for providing time and  
donations and connecting Brentwood community to our event and everyone who came and contributed to help make 
this event amazing for our church family and the community! 
   Now that we are moving forward in gratitude just in time for Thanksgiving and through to the spirit of Christmas, 
we have a lot to be thankful for and look forward to receiving to uplifted spirit of the holidays. Community with 
compassion and caring is so essential to our teachings. We want so much for our families to believe they are seen, 
heard and valued. Unity of Springfield is a place of belonging in todays often disconnected society. 
   Our youth wing continues to learn about Christ and being our Christ-like self through exploratory lessons, 
storytelling, meditation, affirmations, art and nature and self-expression. Attendance has been low over the summer 
months, due to summer vacations, school starting and busy schedules. I can relate as I have a busy family life as well. 
Well I am here to tell you, that we bless you and invite you and your children back on Sundays to rest 
and receive the spiritual nourishment in service to get your through the week, plus if were honest, we 
miss the kiddos and their families we have not seen in a while. 
   We continue to need volunteers who are open to teaching an older children 

or younger children class once a month. As always Love and Thank to all of 

you who share. 

  
   Contact:https://www.facebook.com/groups/unityfamilyspringfield/ 

Junior Sunday School News 

Love and Light, 
Youth Director 
Jillian Schaffer   

Who will take care of the children? ~Myrtle Fillmore 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/unityfamilyspringfield/
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2214 E. Seminole  

(417) 887-2214 Fun Times!!! 

These are only a few of the happenings at 
Unity of Springfield! There are more 
scattered throughout this newsletter. 
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  1 Linda Hanks 

 Jim Kaatz 

  3  Lindsey Holmes 

 Holly Ransom 

  5 Larry Bast 

 Fern Weber 

  6 Sue Hilsabeck-Huber 

 Joel VanHoose 

  8 Stacy Rust 

 Rosalie Vogel 

 9  Scott Roberts 

11 Nancy Burgess 

 Heath Rust 

13 Jana Leinweber 

15 Gary Fehr 

16 Christine Laurinat 

 Jennifer Watt 

17 Amy Burnett 

 Jan Green 

18 Dean Cuebas 

 Kayla Curtis-Janes 

19 Barbara Burgess 

 Bob Pettit 

20 Connie Babcock 

 Andrea Fehr 

 Katie Heifner 

22 Wendy Fredrickson 

23 Michele Clark 

24 Jeanne Campbell 

 Carolyn Crawford 

 Lester Hilton 

25 Al Kinkead 

26 Eric Lafollette 

 Claudia Lower 

27 Matt Boyd 

29 Glenice McGowan 

30  James Hurst 

  1 Tara Smith 

  2 Dee Richardson 

  3 Deborah Gray 

 Connie O’Brien 

  4 Jimmy Lawson 

  5 Debbie Jolley 

 Beth Larmour 

  7 Judy Holcom 

  8 Judi Svoboda 

10 Richard Svoboda 

11 Louise Mann 

 Jan Schreiber 

14 Al Morische 

 Shelley Spears 

 Michele VanHoose 

15 Elizabeth Ozark 

16 Barry Robinson 

17 Zola Lutz 

18 Michael Annis 

19 Bryce Ford 

 Jessi Rowland 

20 Ali Golden 

21 Kevin Evans 

 Corrine Maxwell 

22  Sarah Davis 

 Melanie Haseltine 

 Perrianne Stagner 

23 Judith Armstrong 

24 Lisa Landrigan  

26 Christine Roberts 

27 Sug Reitmeier 

28 Rori Carter-Hall 

30 Kathy Walters 

November Birthdays December Birthdays 

Condolences to... 

...Brett Wheeler on his 
father’s transition. 
...Friends & family of 
June Bowe on her passing. 

November 
   6 Ashley & Jana Leinweber 

 12 Judi & Richard Svoboda  

Anniversaries 

December 
  1 Linda & Steve Kittle 

  9 Stacey & Victor Andrews 

22 Andrea & Gary Fehr 

29 Baylor & James 

Cumberworth 

Did you feel at home when you found UoS?  
Have you been attending for six months or more? 
Full Membership entitles you to vote on church matters and 
enables you to run for the Board. 
STEP 1:  Complete a Membership Application form and return it 
to the office. 
STEP 2:  Attend an orientation class; November 3rd at 1 pm. 
STEP 3: Attend the Membership Ceremony on November 
10th, during Second Service. Invite your friends & family! 
 That’s all there is to it! Welcome to the Family! 

Welcome Home! 

Thanks to... 

...Dwane Koppler for 
hauling away our ‘free stuff..’ 
...Amy Burnett & Lisa 
L a n d r i g a n  f o r  o u r 
Meditation Garden sign.  
...Terry Lippold & Helen 
Cliburn for the tree to 
memorialize Cheryl Willis. 
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Ongoing Activities 2214 E. Seminole  

(417) 887-2214 

MONDAY 

Cookie, Veggie, Fruit, & Friends  
First Sunday - every month 

 

 

Bring snacks and connect with 
friends in Fellowship Hall  
between and after services. 

All of the Activities at 
Unity of Springfield 

are open to 
EVERYONE! 

SUNDAY 

World Religion  
&New Thought Class 

 

9:15 am ~ Fellowship Hall 
Sundays except 1st of month 

 

 

Facilitated by: Paul Day,  
Dan DeCarlo,  John Braucher, 

& Amy Burnett 

A Course In Miracles: 
Foundation for Inner Peace 

aka ACIM (on the calendar) 
 

6 pm - Fellowship 
6:30 pm - Class  
Fellowship Hall 

TUESDAY 

Tuesday Morning Book Club 
9:30 am ~ Fellowship Hall 

 

Facilitated by: Correne Craig 
 

Currently reading: 
Title to be Annouced 

Potluck & Recharge Service  
First Wednesday of every month  

 

6 pm ~ Potluck 
7 pm ~ Recharge 

 

Facilitated by: Simone Hite 
& John Merrifield 

WEDNESDAY 

Basic Yoga  
5:30 pm ~ Fellowship Hall 

Facilitated by:   
Kathy Duncan  

Suggested Love Offering:  $8 

All Experience Levels Welcome! 

THURSDAY 

Reiki Healing Circle 
Facilitated by J.R. Kille 

Last Thursday of each month 
6:30 - 8:30 pm ~ Fellowship Hall 

Suggested Love Offering - $3 

Al-Anon  
7 pm ~ Youth Wing 

This support group is for friends and 
family members of alcoholics and 

is open to the public. 

Abraham-Hicks Group 
9:30 am - Fellowship Hall 

 
 

Listen to & Discuss the  
Teachings of Abraham-Hicks 

 
Facilitated by: Susan Dempsey 

SATURDAY 

Women’s Al-Anon  
10:30 am ~ Youth Wing 

This support group is for friends and 
family members of alcoholics and 

is open to the public. 

Sunday Meditation Group 
6 pm ~ Fellowship Hall 

 

Facilitated by:  Jim Matthews 
 

Open to the Public! 

SUNDAY 

Talk about the Talk 
Third Sunday each month 

After 2nd service 
Bring Your Own Lunch! 

Facilitated by:  
Mary Hilsabeck-Huber 

Adult Discussion Group 
First Sunday - every month 
9:15 am ~ Fellowship Hall 

Facilitated by: 
Mary Hilsabeck-Huber 

Paula Armknecht 
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Doing Business 2214 E. Seminole  

(417) 887-2214 

Prayer for Protection 
by James Dillet Freeman 

 

The Light of God surrounds me. 

The Love of God enfolds me. 

The Power of God protects me. 

The Mind of God guides me. 

The Life of God flows through me. 

The Laws of God direct me. 

The Power of God abides within me. 

The Joy of God uplifts me. 

The Strength of God renews me. 

The Beauty of God inspires me. 

Wherever I am, God is! 
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November 1st - 3rd: Metaphysical Fair 
November 3rd: Orientation ~ 1:30 pm 
November 9th: Holiday Bazaar & One-Day Sale ~ 8 am - 6 pm 
November 10th: New Member Ceremony ~ Second Service 
November 12th: Drumming Meditation ~ 7 pm 
November 16th: Fall Freshen-Up ~ 10 am 
November 17th: Garland Landrith ~ 1 pm 

November 18th: Garland Landrith ~ 6:30 pm 
November 20th: Brenda’s Transgender movie 
November 22nd: Italian Dinner & Talent Show ~ 6 pm 
November 28th: Thanksgiving Potluck ~ 2 pm 
December 1st: Holiday Decorating ~ after Second Service 
December 4th: First Wednesday Potluck & Recharge ~ 6 pm 
December 10th: Drumming Meditation ~ 7 pm  
December 20th: Candlelight Service ~ 7 pm 
December 22nd: Caroling ~ 5 pm 
December 25th: Christmas Potluck ~ 2 pm 
December 29th: Burning Bowl ~ 11 am 

 

MINISTRY STAFF 

 

Spiritual Leader..........................Sue Baggett-Spears 

Administrator.........................Dee Richardson, LUT 

Admin. Asst....................................Michelle Johnson 

Youth Director..................................Jillian Schaffer 

Nursery.............................................Alice Merrifield 

Sound Technician............................John Merrifield 

Sunday Music Director......................Joe Hutcheson  

Teen Director..........................................Steve Miller 

Volunteer Coordinator....................Lisa Landrigan 

 

  E-mail: admin@UnityOfSpringfield.org 

  Website: www.UnityOfSpringfield.org 

Our Phone: (417) 887-2214 

24-Hour Unity Prayer Line:  1-800-NOW-PRAY 

SERVICE TIMES:  
Sunday:  9:15 AM & 11 AM   

  
 

CHURCH/BOOKSTORE HOURS:  
Monday - Thursday:  10 AM - 4 PM     

 
 

OFFICE HOURS:  
Monday - Thursday:  10 - 4 PM 

Call for availability. 

World Religions/New Thought Class 
 

Nov. 3 - Paula Armknecht - Side Effects of  
   Kindness 
Nov. 10 - Amy Burnett - Metahuman 
Nov. 17 - John Braucher - Tibetan Book of  
   Living and Dead 
Nov. 24 - Paul Day - Franciscans 
Dec. 1 - Mary Hilsabeck-Huber - to be  
   announced 
Dec. 8 - John Braucher - Baba Ram Dass 
Dec. 15 - Dan DeCarlo - Cultivating Stillness 
   and the I Ching 
Dec. 22 - Amy Burnett - to be announced 

MERRY CHRISTMAS!! 


