
 

                                                                                                                           

Hello Friends, 

     We have just had our first annual Planet Unity Earth Day Celebration and it was a huge success! For a while we have been 

open to a way to connect with our surrounding communities; then the idea of Earth Day popped up. It was a huge undertaking 

and no one was stepping up to lead it until one day Lisa Landrigan said, “I think I can do that!” Wow! Lisa is one of the most 

organized minds I have had the pleasure of knowing, and not only that, she is a ‘follow through’ woman as well!   

     Within 2 days Lisa had a binder filled with ideas and an initial outline of the event. The day we met to discuss the idea I 

knew we were in good hands. From that point we called on volunteers and had about a dozen step up to take on various aspects 

of the event. These dedicated volunteers spent every Thursday evening for 2 months from 6 - 8 pm planning!   

     So why is Earth Day special to us? Glad you asked!  

     Let’s go back a little over 100 years ago when our co-founder Charles Fillmore and his sons, Rickert and Lowell, 

purchased 1,500 acres of land in Lee’s Summit, MO. This started Unity Farm. Practices at Unity Farm modeled the 

movement’s dietary and ecological priorities. The Fillmore’s were vegetarian, so much of the focus was on fruit and vegetable 

crop production. The farm’s orchards included 7,500 apple, cherry, and plum trees scattered throughout the farm, a 400-tree 

peach orchard, 12 acres of grapevines that yielded 60 tons of grapes, and fields of oats, wheat, corn, asparagus, strawberries, 

and soy beans.  

     To protect the pristine woodlands and rolling hills, Unity workers took great care to develop the farm only with what nature 

would provide. For example, streams were used to provide water for irrigation. In 1927, with the construction of a dam 530 

feet long and 45 feet high, these same streams filled a 75 million-gallon reservoir that would be filtered for drinking water. 

     Also in the 1920s, Unity Farm built a three-mile road without disturbing the natural setting, and paved it with native rock 

from its own crusher. Unity Farm stone masons fashioned the rock to build rustic pools, walls, and bridges (which you can still 

enjoy today). 

     When a severe drought in the late 1930s killed a large number of black walnut trees on Unity Farm, workers felled the dead 

and dying trees and used the Unity sawmill to salvage more than nine miles of board feet of prime walnut lumber. The lumber 

would be gleaned for beautiful woodworking projects, and new trees were planted to replace those taken in the drought. 

     The Unity Village Hotel and Conference Center exemplifies the ongoing environmental stewardship demonstrated by the 

first generation of Unity. When the 33,000-square-foot facility opened in 2006, it was one of the first Leadership in Energy and 

Environmental Design (LEED)-certified “green” hotels in the Midwest.  

     So you see, we stand on great shoulders of the Unity Movement. We desire to carry on this legacy. We would love to have 

your involvement in helping to ‘green up’ Unity of Springfield. We are no longer offering water bottles, and once our current 

inventory of plastic forks, knives, and spoons are gone we will use real table ware. In addition, we are cutting way down on 

disposable cups. There will be an opportunity to paint your own coffee cup at Firehouse Pottery thanks to the generous heart of 

owner, Amie VanDamme. Drew Overmyer has graciously volunteered to build our ‘coffee cup’ wall to hang our clean cups. 

Our goal will be to purchase plates and bowls that are either made of recycled material or that are biodegradable. 

One way you can help is to financially underwrite the cost of these (in addition 

to your regular donation please).   

     Thank you to everyone who is on board. Together, we ARE making a 

difference!  

admin@unityofspringfield.org 

With Great Love,  

Sue Baggett-Spears  
Minister, Unity of Springfield   

www.UnityofSpringfield.org 
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Reflections From Your Board President 
     I’ve been watching numerous Ted Talks and listening to interviews with people who are making a difference in 
our world. One such person is Glennon Doyle.  She is the author of the book “Love Warrior”, which the women’s 
group will be starting this fall. Not only is she a best selling author but she started a foundation that raises money 
for those in need. One thing I love about her foundation is, no one is allowed to give more than $25. This is so 
everyone understands that their gift matters. It doesn’t take giving hundreds of dollars to make a difference. This 
statement really stood out to me. “Giving isn’t about how much you give, it’s about what changes inside you when 
you do it.”   
     She writes a blog and people write back and tell their stories. One story was about a woman who runs a home 
for homeless girls who are pregnant or have babies. She told the story of a girl who showed up at the house with 
her baby but she didn’t have the money to take her in and it broke her heart. It broke Glennon’s heart too so she 
decided she would pay for her to take the girl in. When she found out it would be $12,000 she realized she needed 
another plan, so she asked the women who read her blog to help. This started the foundation. They raised over 
$80,000 in a couple of days with the average donation being $17.00. Not only did they bring the girl and her baby 
in, they had enough to give all the girls in the house what they needed.   
     I’m telling you this beautiful story so you understand that your monetary gift matters. We know there are those 
who are giving to Unity of Springfield with such generosity that we are grateful beyond words. This ministry 
matters. It’s changing lives. In order to continue, we rely on your gifts. This is not to try and guilt everyone into 
giving. It’s to give you the information that financially, we are not sound and your gift matters, whether it’s a 
generous one-time gift outside your regular giving, ten percent of your income or five dollars a 
week. It opens the flow of good not only to the church 
but to you.   
     “Giving isn’t about how much you give, it’s about what 

changes inside you when you do it.” I know that in my 

life. It’s a beautiful feeling to be a part of something 

bigger. We want you to experience that too. 

Namasté my friends,  
 

Mary  L. Hilsabeck-Huber 
Board President 

Liaison for:  
Peapod Learning Center 

The imagination will carry out any idea or  
set of ideas that the I AM reflects into it.  
                    - Charles Fillmore 

Unity of  Springfield’s Board of  Directors - 2018 

Mary Hilsabeck-Huber, President, Liaison for Peapod Learning Center................................417-655-1162 
Simone Hite, Vice-President, Liaison for Fundraising...........................................................417-830-8620 
Paula Armknecht, Secretary, Liaison for Volunteers  .............................................................417-861-7588 
Kari Brashers, Treasurer, Liaison for Youth/Teen Education.................................................417-773-7764 
Amy Burnett, Liaison for Outreach.............................................................................................417-860-7674 
Cindy Goodwin, Liaison for Marketing & Publicity..................................................................417-860-5175 
John Russ, Liaison for Music Department....................................................................................417-496-0781 
Terry Lippold, Liaison for Building & Grounds.........................................................................417-331-0221 
John Braucher, Liaison for Adult Education & Employment.....................................................417-448-9584 
Norma Vinson, Member Emeritus............................................................................................417-844-2444 
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Musings...Dee Richardson, Administrator 
     Happy Spring! Happy Life! In the first week of Prosperity Plus II Class, Mary Manin Morrissey asks you to 
ask yourself, “What would I love?” After my personal desires of perfect health and mobility, loving relationships 
with family and friends, financial freedom, and I already have the vocation I would choose—after those I would 
Love a New Church!!   
     Yes, I visualize a new church and I am enlisting your help in the visualization! You may say you are not good 
at visualizing, but if your teenager or teenaged grandchild was supposed to be home at ten pm and it’s two am 
and you haven’t heard a word—you have no problem visualizing! 
     I picture Sheila Rough pulling up under the easily accessible portico in the pouring rain and letting Mary 
Lou out of the car without getting soaked! I picture a handicap restroom available during the week when Tania 
Pacheco comes to volunteer. I see ample restrooms with several stalls, a changing table, perhaps a couch for 
nursing mothers who may want privacy, and a private restroom for Sue! I dream of spacious adult classrooms 
so when Barbara Quin, or I, or anybody else comes to facilitate a group, it is setup for our convenience and even 
has a coffeepot and water for us, and built in screens! I visualize a commercial kitchen with an icemaker and a 
dishwasher located away from the CommUnity Hall where congregants who like a relaxed, less formal setting 
for the service are not interrupted. I imagine Jillian Schaffer and De DeArmon joyous over the age appropriate 
classrooms for the Youth with furniture sized to their needs. I imagine the Teens led by Steve Miller and Jessica 
Quin meeting within our facility with their own space decorated like they would prefer it; space for them to 
relax and socialize. I think about storage for all areas of our building with shelves and organization; i.e. 
Richard’s closet and Dee’s closet. I see a Bookstore opening into the foyer so that people outside our 
congregation can come browse our books or purchase a quick gift. I would love an up-to-date phone system 
with service throughout the building easily accessible by Alex Trianosky and all our volunteer receptionists. I 
see a Wi-Fi system readily available and rooms wired for microphones and recording. I see a system to assist 
Dwane Koppler and others with proper hearing devices. I see a Sanctuary equipped with sound and video for 
recording and livestreaming. I imagine a small Chapel for meditations, small intimate weddings, a quiet place 
for people to sit in the Silence. I imagine a coffee bar with a comfortable area for sitting to read or contemplate.  
I see a music room where practices can take place, expensive musical instruments can be stored safely, sheet 
music can be organized and filed.   
     I breathe easily as I have the cash flowing with ‘more than enough,’ so that I don’t have to ask staff to not 
cash their paychecks yet, and the salaries/payscale comparable to secular pay and with benefits.  
I can mail checks for expenses the same day I write them. I appreciate having a fulltime 
Volunteer Coordinator. I appreciate the fulltime custodian/maintenance person. I appreciate a 
staff person to oversee small groups. Wow! A full-time Youth and Family Minister! 
     Everything starts with consciousness, a dream, imagination, a vision!  Won’t you join me, your 
staff, and Board in manifesting a perfect building, filled with enthusiastic, dedicated, generous 
congregants and children as we serve our mission to “transform 
lives.” This or something better! Peace & Love ~Dee 

ACCOUNT BALANCES:                                       Budget    Actual 

   Building Fund: $  79,699     Income   $ 56,091                      $ 40,949

 Building Maint. Fund.: $  27,394     Expenses     56,131                   55,944  

   Ministry Growth Fund:  $          7     Net Income        (40)     (14,995) 

   Operational Checking: $  (1,178) 

    Paypal $    73 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT YTD 

as of 3/31/2018 

I have the Power to create my world. 

The imagination will carry out any idea or set of ideas that the I AM reflects 
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     Hello, again! I think the weather is finally warming up and we are on our way to summer! Do you have any fun 
plans?  
     The Volunteers at Unity of Springfield were shown our appreciation in April with a delicious baked potato bar. 
There were lots of choices to be made regarding toppings, and many door prizes were handed out. I loved seeing so 
many people enjoying the food and the company of their fellow volunteers! If you aren’t a part of this amazing group 
of people you are missing out! 
     Also in April was our Planet Unity Earth Day Celebration! This event was amazing! We couldn’t have pulled it off 
without the help of so many dedicated volunteers! They worked from morning to night for this event, and there just 
aren’t words to tell them how much we appreciate their hard work and dedication.  
     May will be a quiet month for us, so everyone can rest up from Planet Unity and get ready for our Annual Indoor 
Yard Sale on June 22 – 23. This is another big event that will take many hands and much planning. We take a full 
week to set this event up, and many volunteers spend all day every day at the church during that time. All other classes 
and activities are cancelled so we can focus solely on the Yard Sale set-up. The more volunteers we have willing to 
pitch in, the less time it takes for everyone. Will you be one of those amazing individuals who is dedicated to making 
this event shine? 
     In July, we will be throwing a Luau! This is always a lot of fun! There will be a silent auction, dinner, talented 
singers, and even a bar! Again, our volunteers play a very active part in this event. They are there for the organizing, 
set-up, serving, and clean up.  
     Do you see a theme here? Unity of Springfield couldn’t hold all the fun and amazing events it does without the 

willingness of a few wonderful people. Yes, I said, “a few.” You see, there’s a saying that talks about how 20% of the 

people do 80% of the work. In any given month there are approximately 50 names on my volunteer list. Most of the 

time it’s the same 50 names. These are the people who make Unity great! These are the people who are 

helping to create not only the fun times for us, but they are also the same people who make Sunday 

services run smoothly. They are same people who are here on a regular basis to answer phones and set 

tables for meetings. I imagine a day when 80% of our congregants are willing 

to step up and get involved in various ways so we can have even more events 

and fun times. When will you be one of the “few?” 

There is no Unity without U-N-I. 

VOLUNTEERS Rock! 

With Power & 

Imagination, 
 

Michelle Johnson 

It’s time for Unity of 

Springfield’s Annual 

Indoor Yard Sale!  

There’s something for 

everyone, and it’s 

priced to move! Be sure 

to mark your calendar 

so you don’t miss out! 

Friday, June 22   
8 am - 6 pm 

 

Saturday, June 23 
8 am -  1 pm 
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 With the re-birth of Spring upon us, what a great time to be fostering an understanding about the 
UNITY Powers of Power and Imagination for our Uniteens and YOU (Youth Of Unity).  
 Adolescents who are given time and space to explore their passions and talents experience a 
positive belief about their future. Exploring personal power and encouraging imagination helps them 
understand they have a sense of purpose. They are more socially competent and physically healthy, 
volunteer to help others, and have higher grades in school and better attendance.  
 As truth students we speak of having hope, growing faith, using denial and 

affirmations, and the power of prayer and meditation. 

Imagination is a powerful tool to help facilitate personal 

growth and understanding of those tools, and what better 

place to nurture that growth than Unity of Springfield. 

Teens’ Corner 

Namaste, 
Teen Director, 

Steve Miller 

Greetings Unity Family! 
     Junior Sunday Service has been humming along quite well with all the children learning about the 

Five Unity Principles, engaging in Christ centered interactive stories, crafts, music, yoga, and play. We 

distributed a parent survey in April for parents to give their input. If you would like to complete a 

survey please see one of us in the children’s dept. We would love your input.  

     We are moving on in May and June to explore the meaning of strength and imagination! What a 

powerful combination, and something children instinctively know. Also please see Unity 

Calendar of events for all the activities available for you and your family to attend and 

enjoy!  

     As always, we love serving Unity our youth and 

families. We love and appreciate the time and 

donations from all of the volunteers.  

Contact: https://www.facebook.com/groups/unityfamilyspringfield/ 

Love and Thank You All Ways, 
The Youth Director 

Jillian Schaffer   

Junior Sunday School News 

We have a Lending 
Library just inside the 
doors to Fellowship 

Hall. 
It runs on the honor 
system...you borrow 
what you want and 
return it when you 

want! 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/unityfamilyspringfield/
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2214 E. Seminole  

(417) 887-2214 Fun Times!!! 
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  1 Stephanie Twyman 

  5 Sheryl Feagan-James 

 Steve Miller 

10 Betty Pitman 

12 JoLynn Higgins 

13 Jay Spangler 

15 Tim Richardson 

16 Sue Baggett-Spears 

25 Angie Ingerson 

30 Sylvia Richardson 

May Birthdays 

  7 Amy Shellhart 

  8 June Bowe 

 Cindy Shellhart 

  9 Norma Vinson 

10    Teresa Amezcua 

13 Fay Woody 

16  Debi Feagan-James 

 Kathy Shade 

19 Gee Williams-Stiles 

21  Susan Keene 

 Debby Steinhoff 

25 Julia White 

June Birthdays 

Condolences to... 
 

...Sue Baggett-Spears on 
the passing of her brother-in-
law, Kenny, and her uncle 
Phil. 
...Amy Burnett on her 
grandma Doris’ transition. 
...Debbie Jolley on the 
passing of her aunt Perri 
...the Friends and Family of 
John Holcomb on his 
transition. 

www.facebook.com/UnityofSpringfield 

May 
  2 Sharin Smith & Rusty 

Chaffin 

  3 Ginny & Kenny Matthews 

  5 Shelley Spears & TK 

Armstrong 

 Betty & Bob Pettit 

24 Cheryl & Max Willis 

29 Carrie & Mark Kugler 

Anniversaries 

June 
  4 Sylvia & Tim Richardson 

10 Jan Green & Cindy Ward 

11 Megan & Michael Annis 

Thanks to... 

...Sue Baggett-Spears for donating the water cooler for 
Fellowship Hall. 
...All those involved in the Spring Spruce-Up. 
...Planet Unity Committee led by Lisa Landrigan 
and everyone who helped make Planet Unity so 
successful! 
...hardworking volunteers for all you do every week to 
make our church and services run smoothly. 
...Steve Miller, Jessica Quin, Kari Brashers, Sue 
Baggett-Spears, Jonas Keohane, Bella Brashers, 
John Merrifield for holding our Hand-washing 
Ceremony. 
...Mary Lou Rough for making phone calls, Lester & 
Linda Hilton for working in the kitchen, and everyone 
who brought food for John Holcomb’s CoL. 
...The Staff of Unity of Springfield for putting together 
and serving a great Volunteer Appreciation Dinner. 
...Members of the Board for providing lunch for town 
hall attendees. 

“Power is released by merely stating words of life, health, vitality.” 
                  - Catherine Ponder 

As 
you’re shopping online this 
summer, be sure to 
de s i g na t e  U n i t y  o f 
Springfield as your charity 
o f  c h o i c e  t h r o u g h 
Smile.Amazon.com 
We receive 05% of all your 

Steffany Barton will be joining 
us for both services (9:15 & 11:00 

am) Sunday, May 20. 
That afternoon (2 pm) she will 
be bringing us Angel’s Insights 
with messages from the other 

side.  
Be here to see what the Angels 

have to say to you! 
 

Tickets are $20 at the door. 
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Ongoing Activities 

An Hour in Heaven  
3 pm - 4 pm 

Experientially practice and call forth 
the Presence and Goodness of  

Heaven on Earth. 
Facilitated by:  

Wendy & Don Fredrickson 

Reiki Healing Circle 
Facilitated by J.R. Kille 

Last Thursday of each month 
6:30 - 8:30 pm ~ Fellowship Hall 

Suggested Love Offering - $3 

Basic Yoga  
5:30 pm ~ Fellowship Hall 
Facilitated by:  Kathy Duncan 

Suggested Love Offering:  $5 
All Experience Levels Welcome! 

THURSDAY 

Abraham-Hicks Group 
9:30 am - Fellowship Hall* 

 

*EXCEPT 3rd Saturday of each 
month when group goes to Branson:   

Car-pools depart from the Church 
Parking Lot at 9:30 am 

 

Listen to & Discuss the  
Teachings of Abraham-Hicks 

Al-Anon ~ 7 pm  
At the Teen House  

This support group is for friends and 
family members of alcoholics and 

is open to the public. 

Soulful Saturday with Sue 
 

May 26, 10 am - Noon 
 

Discussion To Be Announced 

Sunday Meditation Group 
6 pm ~ Fellowship Hall 

Facilitated by:  Jim Matthews 
Open to the Public! 

Adult Sunday School 
9:15 am ~ Fellowship Hall 

Sundays except 1st of month 
 
 

The History of World Religions 
and the History of New Thought 

 
 

 

Facilitated by: Paul Day 

Adult Discussion Group 
First Sunday - every month 
9:15 am ~ Fellowship Hall 

Facilitated by: 
Mary Hilsabeck-Huber 

Paula Armknecht 
Tuesday Morning Book Club 

9:30 am ~ Fellowship Hall 

“Secrets of the Lost Mode of Prayer” 
by Gregg Braden 

Facilitated by: Tom Long 

Basic Yoga  
5:30 pm ~ Fellowship Hall 
Facilitated by:  Kathy Duncan 
Suggested Love Offering:  $5 

All Experience Levels Welcome! 

“Healing and Wholeness” 
final class May 2 

6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 
Fellowship Hall 
Facilitated by:  

Sue Baggett-Spears, LUT 
This class is required to become a 

Licensed Unity Teacher.  

A Course In Miracles: 
Foundation for Inner Peace 
aka ACIM (on the calendar) 

 

6 pm - Fellowship 
6:30 pm - Class  
Fellowship Hall 

 

Facilitated by: Susan Springer 

TUESDAY 

SUNDAY 

Women’s & Men’s Groups 
Facilitated by Sue Baggett-Spears 

& Paul Day  
 
 

May 11 ~ 6:00 pm 
 
 

Women’s Group: “Warrior Goddess 
Training,” by HeatherAsh Amara and 

Men’s Group will be discussing “Change 
Your Mind, Change Your Life” by 

Wayne Dyer. 

FRIDAY 

MONDAY 

All of  the Activities at 
Unity of  Springfield are 
open to EVERYONE! 

Cookie, Veggie, Fruit, & Friends  
First Sunday - every month 

 

 

Bring snacks and connect with 
friends in Fellowship Hall  
between and after services. 

Prosperity Plus Class 
final class June 10 

9:00 am - 10:30 am  
Facilitated by:  

Dee Richardson, LUT 

 

Beginning  
Sunday, May 13: 

 

“A Closer Walk with 
God”  

by Jim Rosemergy 
9:00 am ~ Youth 

Wing 

Barbara Quin,  Facilitator 

SATURDAY 

2214 E. Seminole  

(417) 887-2214 
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Doing Business 2214 E. Seminole  

(417) 887-2214 
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MINISTRY STAFF 

Spiritual Leader..........................Sue Baggett-Spears 

Administrator.........................Dee Richardson, LUT 

Admin. Asst....................................Michelle Johnson 

Admin. Asst...........................................Cheryl Willis 

Custodian............................................Richard Sigler 

Youth Director..................................Jillian Schaffer 

Nursery.............................................Alice Merrifield 

Youth Music Leader............................De DeArmon 

Sound Technician............................John Merrifield 

Sunday Music Director......................Joe Hutcheson  

Teen Director..........................................Steve Miller 

Volunteer Coordinator.................Michelle Johnson 

 

  E-mail: admin@UnityOfSpringfield.org 

  Website: www.UnityOfSpringfield.org 

Our Phone: (417) 887-2214 

24-Hour Unity Prayer Line:  1-800-NOW-PRAY 

May 11th: Women’s & Men’s Groups ~ 6 pm 
May 12th: Fashion Fair Boutique Sale ~ 9 am 
May 20th: Steffany Barton ~2 pm 
May 21st: Board Meeting ~ 6 pm 
May 24th: Ronald McDonald House Dinner ~ 5:30 pm 
May 26th: Soulful Saturday with Sue ~ 10 am 
June 13th: Cardinal’s Ballgame 
June 18th: Board Meeting ~ 6 pm 
June 22nd - 23rd: Annual Indoor Yard Sale ~ 9 am 
June 28th: Ronald McDonald House Dinner ~ 5:30 pm 

   We are so happy to announce that our first annual Planet 
Unity Earth Day Celebration was a huge success. The 
estimated 300 people in attendance enjoyed great food, live 
entertainment, subject matter experts giving presentations, 
environmentally friendly vendors, and a bunch of activities for 
kids and adults.  
   The event kicked off outside with Dances for Universal 
Peace followed by a drumming circle and inside with yoga and 
meditation sessions. Every hour an expert speaker shared 
information on a variety of topics; spiritual ecology, native 
trees & plants, attracting butterflies, composting and 
recycling, to name a few. From 3:00 to 8:00 pm attendees 
could enjoy a beverage from the beer and wine garden while 
amazing live music was provided by a variety of local 
musicians, including our own Unity Band. 
   Volunteer congregants rallied together to make this a 

fabulous event for all who attended. We will begin planning 

the 2nd Annual Planet Unity 

Earth Day Celebration soon 

and we see it being even bigger 

and better. If you feel called to 

be involved in raising 

environmental awareness in 

our community ,  p lease 

consider becoming involved in 

the planning and/or execution 

of this event. You can help us 

make Planet Unity a “must 

attend” event for the entire 

community.  

SERVICE TIMES:  
Sunday:  9:15 AM & 11 AM   

  
 

CHURCH/BOOKSTORE HOURS:  
Monday - Thursday:  10 AM - 4 PM     

 
 

OFFICE HOURS:  
Monday - Thursday:  10 - 4 PM 

Call for availability. 


