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Welcome to 2019!  
   A New Year always equates with a fresh start. A new beginning. A clear canvas. An opportunity to 
release the old ways of being and step into our newness and our power, our Spiritual Power. 
   It is our Spiritual Power that can and will change the course of our lives! Claiming our divine 
inheritance as emanations of God! What is it that you want to claim for yourself this year? 
    It is a greater experience of health?  
    How about a fuller flow of abundance? 
    Is it loving relationships? 
    Perhaps a closer relationship with God? 
    Whatever it is that you desire, it is within your power to experience it! With and through God, ALL 
things are possible! But we must become the conduit through which our good can express.  
    The late Rev. Mary Kupferle tells us: “Your good is here now! There is a supplying presence of 
good that includes light, life, peace, order, courage, faith, joy, wholeness and well-being with you and 
within you now. Affirm for yourself, ‘My good is here now! I give thanks and accept it!’” 
    Turn your attention away from what you don’t want and claim your goodness!  
    My mind and body are healing now, and I give thanks and accept my healing! 
    I am now filled with divine ideas which culminate in a greater flow of financial abundance in my life 
now! I give thanks and accept my abundance! 
    All of my relationships are imbued with harmony and filled with love. I give thanks and accept this 
now! 
    My heart is open to a deeper relationship with the God of my understanding. I give thanks and 
accept this now! 
    I claim my Spiritual Power! I am a spiritual warrior and my strength comes from within. I give thanks 
and accept my power now! 
    This year, claim your Spiritual Power! “Prove me now herewith saith the Lord of Hosts 
and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing 
that there will not be room enough to store it.”  Malachi 3:10. 
In Two Thousand Nineteen our Spiritual Power is seen! 
   Happy New Year! 

With Great Love,  

Sue Baggett-Spears  
Minister, Unity of Springfield   

www.UnityofSpringfield.org 
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Reflections From Your Board President 

   “Where would you have me go? What would you have me do? What would you have me say? To 
whom?” These questions are part of my daily routine. When I first heard them while listening to an 
interview with Marianne Williamson, I thought, “That’s a perfect way to start the day, to become 
centered, let go of my agenda for how I think I need things to be and open to possibilities I may 
have missed otherwise.” It allows me to go through my day remembering I have inner guidance I 
can call upon.   
   When I first came to Unity eleven years ago, although I didn’t realize it at the time, I was such a 
control freak. There were many areas of my life where I felt out of control, so other areas, I 
controlled with a clenched fist. Listening to the messages, attending classes and reading books based 
on the teachings of Unity allowed me to take a deep breath, open my hand and know that God is 
always for me, working for my good. I learned to be still, something I hadn’t done in my life. Having 
that practice of becoming still, listening to New Thought music and paying attention to my inner 
guidance has changed my world. It was a change that caught the attention of my friends, family and 
people I worked with.   
   I owe so much to Unity of Springfield, to the people who have been a part my journey. For me, 

becoming a member of this amazing ministry was essential. It brought a sense of belonging, of 

taking ownership for my part in bringing the same joy I had received to others. I would encourage 

you, if you have been coming to Unity for at least six months, to become a member. We plan to 

have membership classes as soon as we have enough people who sign up. You will go through 

orientation, with interesting information about who we are as Unity, how we started 

and what we believe. With your membership, you will receive a gift card for the 

book store, the ability to have a voice in decisions 

made by voting and receive discounts when you 

rent the facility for events you want to host.  

Mostly, you are acknowledging that you value this 

ministry enough to be a member. 

Namasté my friends,  
 

Mary  L. Hilsabeck-Huber 
Board President 

Unity of  Springfield’s Board of  Directors - 2018 

Mary Hilsabeck-Huber, President............................................................................................417-655-1162 
Simone Hite, Vice-President, Liaison for Fundraising...........................................................417-830-8620 
Paula Armknecht, Secretary, Liaison for Volunteers  .............................................................417-861-7588 
Kari Brashers, Treasurer, Liaison for Youth/Teen Education ................................................417-773-7764 
Amy Burnett, Liaison for Outreach.............................................................................................417-860-7674 
Cindy Goodwin, Liaison for Marketing & Publicity..................................................................417-860-5175 
John Russ, Liaison for Music Department....................................................................................417-496-0781 
Terry Lippold, Liaison for Building & Grounds.........................................................................417-331-0221 
John Braucher, Liaison for Adult Education & Employment.....................................................417-448-9584 
Norma Vinson, Member Emeritus............................................................................................417-844-2444 

Elections for new board members will take place at the January 20th Annual Meeting. 
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   My desire for you is that you have a happy, healthy, fun-filled, prosperous year in 2019! I was so 
drawn to a recent Daily Word message that I feel the need to share it with you: 
   “During any time of the year, I may find my focus on not having enough because I want to share 
with friends, family, and my church. The most important thing I can remember is that there is always 
enough! 
   I follow my inner wisdom to the good I seek. I speak positive words of faith and truth. I let go of 
any fear that I will not have enough. Giving thanks that Spirit is infinite and unlimited, I joyously 
open to rich ideas and inspiring ways to use them to increase my supply. 
 I give without hesitation in the faith that all that I have and all that I give multiplies and returns to 
me in abundance. I am open to my good in whatever form it takes or channel it flows to me.” 
 This reading not only applies to us as individuals, but also to the collective consciousness of our 
spiritual community. I have been involved in planning the budget for Unity of Springfield for almost 
a decade. For 2018 we used the exact income received in 2017 and trimmed the expenditures to that 
income. During the year the income was shy of the budget by about $700 a week or about $2,800 per 
month. Most of the shortfall was due to a decrease in the Sunday love offerings. Fortunately, we  
kept the expenses $6,800 below the budgeted amount. At the end of November, we find ourselves 
$20,500 in the negative. Fortunately, we have received as of the writing of this article (12/18) about 
$4,000 in end of the year giving and expect the legacy from a trust to arrive before the end of 
December. These amounts will greatly help the bottom line. 
 I am asking that you use the Daily Word reading not only for yourselves, but also for our church.  
We must remind each other that “God is our Source. Only good can come from our experiences, and 
all of our needs met.” I give thanks in advance for your participation in raising the 
prosperity consciousness of our congregation! 
 I have received Prosperity Plus III, another series by Mary Morrissey, and am in 

the process of reviewing it. I will most likely be offering the class early in 2019 and I 

hope to have you be a part of our class! 
 Abundantly Grateful ~ Dee 

Musings... Dee Richardson, Administrator 

The imagination will carry out any idea or set of ideas that the I AM reflects 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT YTD 

as of 11/30/2018 

     Budget        Actual 

 

Income            $205,842 $179,795 

Expenses           $205,786 $200,244 

Net Income           $         56 $ (20,449) 

 

ACCOUNT BALANCES: 
Building Fund   $ 74,334 
Property Maint. Fund $ 59,485 
Operational Checking $   5,301 
Paypal     $      128  

I give without hesitation in the faith that all that I have and 
all that I give multiplies and returns to me in abundance. 
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   Communion – spiritual practices which heighten your awareness of your sacred calling and your 
personal relationship with a higher power.  
   Do you ever feel like you’re being called to do something, called to serve, but you don’t know what 
to do or where to go? You already know you are the expression of God, and you know you are an 
infinite being, but do you know just how needed and appreciated your service is here at Unity of 
Springfield? I’ve already painted a picture of how our church and services would look without our 
volunteers, and I gotta say it’s not pretty!  
   Here’s something to consider: How would you like Unity to be one of the most active churches in 
town? That can only happen with plenty of volunteers. Right now there are a few people who do 
most of the work; needless to say it’s easy for these folks to get burned out! That’s where you come 
in! Are you ready to step up and say, “I’ll do it! Let me help!” Do you have an idea that would bring 
people to Unity? Let’s get that plan rolled out!  
   We will be putting up a coffee bar in January, and that will take a crew of volunteers to 

set it up and another crew to run it! I look forward to Unity being 

a place where people feel comfortable to come and relax, study, 

and visit with each other. You and I, working together, can make 

that happen. 

In Service, 
 

Michelle Johnson 

Volunteer Coordinator 

VOLUNTEER PAGE 

Volunteer Spotlight 

Brenda Chism 
This beautiful woman is a perfect example of one who knows what it means to give of your time and 
talent! Brenda comes in two or three days a week and sets up for classes or meetings, when those 
meeting times come around she’s often the one who has coffee (both regular and decaf) and hot water 
for tea all ready for those attending. She runs errands for the office staff by shopping for the best prices 
for items we need, and uses her own gas to pick things up. She has done many repairs around the 
church, and I can’t imagine not having her in our spiritual family. She not only gifts Unity of Springfield 
with her time and talents, she also generously assists those in our congregation with mechanical 
problems (she’s a great mechanic!) and pretty much any household repairs you may have.  
 

Thank you, Brenda Chism, for showing us all what it means 
to share what you have for the sake of  Unity! 

What would you have me do? 
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Teens’ Corner 
   Recently a teen shared a real life example of the need for "communion" without even knowing it! This occurred during 
our debrief following the YOU Rally. The comment was made that their take-away for keeping the “Rally Experience” alive 
is to be intentional about sharing the real and personal issues that challenge them from day to day.  
   When I went to the dictionary for a clear definition of "Communion" it read, "the sharing of intimate thoughts and 
feelings, especially when the exchange is on a mental or spiritual level." How is this represented each week during our 
Sunday lesson? First, we begin with ringing the prayer bowl, followed by a centering prayer and meditation. Then the 
communion starts; we do a "check in" about how we're doing, and then break into joy songs, which are not about 
the quality of singing as much as they are bringing us together. With this as our foundation, we do a lesson on something 
like the 12 powers, or basic principles, or affirmative prayer.  The teens always have a "right to pass" but all are given the 
chance to share and told there are only "left" answers (no such thing as the right answer - only your answer).  Other times, 
we might have a heart-talk, which is simply drawing a question from a heart shaped box that might be silly or personal, 
challenging or heartfelt. Our lessons often conclude with some creative activity where we might draw, paint, 
write; we've even sewn things before, to help summarize our lesson. We do this together as a sharing 
experience and one that is designed for everyone to feel their efforts don't have to be 
perfect and there is no judgment.  
   Heck, I’m not even sure that I ever thought about our Sunday lesson as being living 
examples of communion, but one of our heart agreements says it best - expand your 
geometric shape, which is to say, "get out of your comfort zone and allow yourself to grow!  

Namaste, 
Teen 

Director, 
Steve Miller 

   Happy Holidays, Unity Family! Wow, we have had a growth filled 2018, and the end of the year is fostering the joyful and 
hopeful holiday spirit. I am so very spirited because of the outpouring of donations to the Angel Tree program this year. Many 
angels shone brightly this Christmas thanks to your Angel gifts and support. The Christmas Caroling spread holiday cheer to the 
aging population at Woodland Manor this year, and the residents and staff were uplifted and gleeful, some even sang along with 
us at our visit, and they would love for us to come sing for them again! There were so many special moments to cherish at the 
end of 2018. 
   Look out 2019, here we grow again! Our youth and families ministry has undergone some transformation that will better 
prepare us for all the good coming in; including our new families. Welcome to Unity! I look forward to meeting all of you and 
working alongside your family to help your children discover that they are intrinsically good, utterly unique, and fully capable of 
expressing their divine selves. We explore spiritual truths found in the loving and practical principles of Unity, the metaphysical 
teachings of the Bible, Jesus, Unity, and like-minded spiritual resources and we relate those to the greater community, finally 
returning to discover a personal meaning for each child. We also believe in expressing ourselves through music, yoga, games with 
a purpose, prayer, meditation, and positive affirmations to creatively experience these lessons in a fun way.  
   We will start 2019 off with an opening prayer and centering exercise that brings us into communion with God. Then we’ll 
nurture connection with each other as we discover “The Four Agreements” written by Don Miguel Ruiz, together as a spiritual 
family. Each week we will explore, discuss and share one agreement and how the children can or did apply an agreement in the 
community. The challenge this year is the goal to make this youth and families ministry work for the youth and families of today. 
Our intention is to encourage and inspire spiritual and personal growth and connection by strengthening our youth, our families 
and our community.  
      Our youth wing is shaping up beautifully now that we have our own space. Thank you to Sue, Paul, Brenda 
and all the volunteers who donated items to rebuild the youth wing, and gave of their time and resources to 
help the children, Alice and myself. Your loving support has not gone unnoticed. We 
love and appreciate all that you are and all that you do. Please feel free to contact me 
with any questions or comments. And thank you for this opportunity to share in the 
blessings these youth have to offer! 

 
Contact:https://www.facebook.com/groups/unityfamilyspringfield/ 

Love and Light, 
Youth Director 
Jillian Schaffer   

Junior Sunday School News 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/unityfamilyspringfield/
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2214 E. Seminole  

(417) 887-2214 Fun Times!!! 

Our Annual Meeting will be held Sunday, January 20th after the second service in the Sanctuary. Please bring a 
casserole or dessert to share. 
 

We will be voting on the following by-law changes: 
 

Current:  ARTICLE IV 
 Government, Spiritual Leadership, and Administration 
      Section 2.  Board of Trustees (Members). 
 A. Structure. The Board of Trustees shall consist of nine (9) Trustees elected from the membership of Unity of 
Springfield. Each elected Trustee shall hold office for three years. No elected Trustee shall serve more than two 
consecutive terms of three years each without an interval of one year between terms.  The terms of three elected 
Trustees shall expire annually and their offices shall be filled at the annual membership meeting. No Licensed Unity 
Teacher, individual receiving compensation from the ministry or the spouse, parent, or child of an individual receiving 
compensation from the ministry shall serve on the Board of Trustees.  Further, no Board Member shall be the spouse, 
parent, or child of another Board Member. 
 

Suggested changes:  ARTICLE IV 
Government, Spiritual Leadership, and Administration 
Section 2.  Board of Trustees (Members). 
 A.    Structure. The Board of Trustees shall consist of nine (9) Trustees elected from the membership of Unity of 
Springfield. Each elected Trustee shall hold office for three years. No elected Trustee shall serve more than two 
consecutive terms of three years each without an interval of one year between terms.  The terms of three elected 
Trustees shall expire annually and their offices shall be filled at the annual membership meeting. 
B.     Prohibition of Board Service. The following persons are prohibited from serving on the Board of Trustees: 
1.  any active Licensed Unity Teacher; 
2.    a spouse, parent, child, sibling, significant other or household member of any Trustee of the ministry; 
3.     individuals receiving compensation from the ministry with the exception of the senior minister. 
4.    a spouse, parent, child, sibling, significant other or household member of any individual receiving compensation 

from the ministry may serve on the board but may not vote on any matter of compensation as it relates to such 

individual or business entity owned by such individual. 
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  2 Jamie Combs 

 Aaron Gloth  

 Cindy Lohman 

  4 Franky Murrieta 

 Kenn Simons 

  5 Matt Hopper  

 Richard Sigler  

  6  Bob Koebel 

 Jim Tucker  

 Nancy Wilson 

  7 Candace Davis 

 Jehan Jefferson 

  9 Rebekah Teller 

12 Susan Marcum 

14 Stacey Andrews 

 Julie Thompson 

15 Darcy Stevens 

16  Rachel Hudson 

 Carol Ryder 

17 Tari Boynton 

19 Susan Springer 

22 Charlotte Wolf 

23 Jaretta Beard 

24 Leslie Sawyer 

  1 Brian Patrick Holcom 

  3 Kimberley Lippelman 

  5 De DeArmon 

  6 Peggy Manes 

  7 Jennifer Carlyle 

 Jordan Tucker 

  8 Juanita Bishop 

 Corrina England 

 Leanne Jeanne 

10 Kari Brashers 

11 Mitch Brashers 

14 Jim Barnett 

16 Ed Fink 

18 Gina Benetti 

 John Bingham 

 Cynthia Wilson 

20  John Butler  

21 Karen Craigo 

 Stella Wilber 

23 Correne Craig 

24 Angie Coulter 

26 Eric Carden 

27 Debbie Koebel 

29  John Wolf 

30 Craig Ussery 

31 Steve Kittle 

 Brandy McShane 

 Cheryl Willis 

January Birthdays February Birthdays 

Condolences to... 
 

...Rachel Garner on the 
passing of Lincoln Justice. 

January 
  22  Lainie Henecker & Paul 

Davis 

Anniversaries 

February 
  3 Claudia & John Lower 

12 Peggy & Henry Manes 

14 Maria Marcucci & Dusty 

Lantz 

22 Michele & Joel VanHoose 

24  Simone Hite & Richard 

Sigler 

Thanks to... 

...John & Anna Owens for 
donating two boxes of copy 
paper to the office. 
...Helen Cliburn for 
cleaning out the ovens. 
...All Volunteers who helped 
with our Outdoor Clean Up. 

Congratulations to... 

...Jillian Schaffer on her 
graduation from MSU. 

Sue will be teaching 'Self-Awareness,’ a credit class beginning Wednesday, January 23
rd

 
from 6:30 to 8:00 pm. This will be an eight-week class taking place every Wednesday, 
except the first Wednesdays of February and March. 

Human beings are more than a physical body; we also have spiritual and soul (psyche) 
dimensions which are equally if not more important than the body. We will explore the 
dimensions of self by studying various systems and techniques for self-awareness. We will 
become more conscious of:  our attitudes, beliefs and ways of being; symptoms of stress 
and imbalance; healthy responses to stress and imbalance; and how to integrate spiritual 
principles to maintain balance and honor all facets of our being. 

Required texts:  IN THE FLOW OF LIFE by Eric Butterworth and CONSCIOUS LIVING by Gay Hendricks 

Join me! 

Jessica Hart will 
be holding a 
gourd-painting 
workshop on 
S a t u r d a y , 
January 12th at 
1:00 pm. The cost 
is $20. 
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Ongoing Activities 2214 E. Seminole  

(417) 887-2214 

Sunday Meditation Group 
6 pm ~ Fellowship Hall 

 

Facilitated by:  Jim Matthews 
 

Open to the Public! 

Adult Education 
9:15 am ~ Fellowship Hall 

Sundays except 1st of month 
 
 

The History of New Thought 
 
 

Facilitated by: Paul Day  
and Dan DeCarlo 

Adult Discussion Group 
First Sunday - every month 
9:15 am ~ Fellowship Hall 

Facilitated by: 
Mary Hilsabeck-Huber 

Paula Armknecht 

All of the Activities at 
Unity of Springfield are 
open to EVERYONE! 

A Course In Miracles: 
Foundation for Inner Peace 
aka ACIM (on the calendar) 

 

6 pm - Fellowship 
6:30 pm - Class  
Fellowship Hall 

 

Facilitated by: Susan Springer 

MONDAY 

Cookie, Veggie, Fruit, & Friends  
First Sunday - every month 

 

 

Bring snacks and connect with 
friends in Fellowship Hall  
between and after services. 

Reiki Healing Circle 
Facilitated by J.R. Kille 

Last Thursday of each month 
6:30 - 8:30 pm ~ Fellowship Hall 

Suggested Love Offering - $3 

Abraham-Hicks Group 
9:30 am - Fellowship Hall 

 
 

Listen to & Discuss the  
Teachings of Abraham-Hicks 

 
Facilitated by: Susan Dempsey 

Al-Anon ~ 7 pm  
At the Teen House  

This support group is for friends and 
family members of alcoholics and 

is open to the public. 

SATURDAY 

FRIDAY 

Women’s Group 
January 11 

& 
February 8 

6:30 pm ~ Fellowship Hall 
 

Discussion continues: 
LOVE WARRIOR 

by Glennon Doyle Melton 
 

 

Facilitated by:   
Mary Hilsabeck-Huber 

Sunday Morning Reader 
 

Currently discussing: 
 

Ask Yourself  This 
by Wendy Craig-Purcell 

 

9:30 ~ Youth Wing 
 

Facilitated by: Barbara Quin 

SUNDAY TUESDAY 

Tuesday Morning Book Club 
9:30 am ~ Fellowship Hall 

 

Currently reading: 
The Power of Your Subconscious Mind 

by Joseph Murphy 

Facilitated by: Correne Craig 

Basic Yoga  
5:30 pm ~ Fellowship Hall 

Facilitated by:   
Kathy Duncan 

Suggested Love Offering:  $8 

All Experience Levels Welcome! 

WEDNESDAY 

Potluck & Meditation  
First Wednesday of every month  

 

6 pm ~ Potluck 
7 pm ~ Recharge 

 

Facilitated by: Simone Hite 
& John Merrifield 

THURSDAY 

“Self-Awareness”  
 

Class begins January 23rd 
6:30 pm ~ Fellowship Hall 

 

Facilitated by Sue Baggett-Spears 
 

This class is required to become a 
Licensed Unity Teacher.  
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Doing Business 2214 E. Seminole  

(417) 887-2214 

Unity of Springfield’s  
Mission Statement 

Our mission is to encourage and 
inspire spiritual and personal 
growth by empowering each 
other to be authentically all  

that we came here to be. 

Unity’s Statement of Faith 
 

There is only One Presence 
and One Power in the 

Universe and in my life, 
God, the Good, Omnipotent. 
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MINISTRY STAFF 

Spiritual Leader..........................Sue Baggett-Spears 

Administrator.........................Dee Richardson, LUT 

Admin. Asst....................................Michelle Johnson 

Admin. Asst...........................................Cheryl Willis 

Youth Director..................................Jillian Schaffer 

Nursery.............................................Alice Merrifield 

Sound Technician............................John Merrifield 

Sunday Music Director......................Joe Hutcheson  

Teen Director..........................................Steve Miller 

Volunteer Coordinator.................Michelle Johnson 

 

  E-mail: admin@UnityOfSpringfield.org 

  Website: www.UnityOfSpringfield.org 

Our Phone: (417) 887-2214 

24-Hour Unity Prayer Line:  1-800-NOW-PRAY 

SERVICE TIMES:  
Sunday:  9:15 AM & 11 AM   

  
 

CHURCH/BOOKSTORE HOURS:  
Monday - Thursday:  10 AM - 4 PM     

 
 

OFFICE HOURS:  
Monday - Thursday:  10 - 4 PM 

Call for availability. 

January 1st: Happy New Year!  Church closed 
January 2nd: First Wednesday Potluck & Recharge ~ 6 pm 
January 6th: White Stone Ceremony ~ 9:15 am & 11 am 
January 11th: Women’s Group ~ 6:30 pm 
January 12th: Jessica Hart Workshop ~ 1 pm 
January 13th: Small Group Rollout ~ after Second Service 
January 20th: Annual Meeting/Potluck ~ after Second Service 
January 21st: Board Meeting ~ 6 pm 
January 23rd: “Self-Awareness” 8-week Credit Class begins ~ 6:30 pm 
January 31st: Reiki Healing Circle ~ 6:30 pm 
February 6th: First Wednesday Potluck & Recharge ~ 6 pm 
February 8th: Women’s Group ~ 6:30 pm 
February 14th: Happy Valentine’s Day! 
February 18th: Board Meeting ~ 6 pm 
February 28th: Reiki Healing Circle ~ 6:30 pm 

Cheers to a new year and another  
chance for us to get it right. 

           ~ Oprah Winfrey 

   I want to welcome everyone to a wonderful program 
we're continuing for the first two months of 2019. Dan 
DeCarlo and myself (Paul Day) are teaching a class on 
The History of New Thought and Unity. This is an exciting 
and very educational class which helps us all to understand 
the history and foundational people and philosophy of 
New Thought including Unity and its founders, Charles 
and Myrtle Fillmore. We've already covered some key 
figures and principles and we'll occasionally review these to 
update those who miss previous classes. At the end of this 
program in March or April, our intention is to facilitate a 
trip to Unity Village to more deeply enrich our experience 
of our incredible history.  
   We welcome all members and friends of Unity of 
Springfield to learn about our history and to take a 
memorable and fun journey to our spiritual home, Unity 
Village. 
 
Sundays @ 9:15 am to 10:15 am except the first Sunday of 
the month.  Free breakfast from 9:00 - 9:15 am. 


